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Plan For Today

* Part 1: The Case for Teaching World Religions
in Middle School

* Part 2: What We Should Teach, and How

e Part 3: Troubleshooting



Part 1: The Case for
Teaching World Religions in
Middle School



Both demand that we prioritize religious
understanding as a basic civic competency.






Social and Emotional Realities of
Middle School Students
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- Emphasis on Conformity, Spotlight Phenomenon
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— Stereotypes, Fear of “The Other,” Entrenching
Prejudices
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- Building a worldview



Rejection of Lack of information or

mostly negative

Differences as information about
" - a» world’s faith traditions
weird

Dangerous atmosphere of
) , and
surrounding religious differences



Religious Ignorance and Intolerance
Have Dangerous, Often Tragic Effects
for Society...
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Religious Hostilities Reach Six-Year
High

The share of countries with a high or very high level of
soclal hostilities involving religion reached a six-year
peak in 2012, according to a new study by the Pew Research
Center. A third (33%) of the 198 countries and territories
included in the study had high religious hostilities in 2012,

Restrictions on Religion,
by Year

restrictions

countries f'global

http://www.pewforum.org/2014/01/14/religious-hostilities-reach-six-year-high/
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Sikhs repair, reclaim temple after
rampage

From Ted Rowlands, CNN

updated 10:38 AM EDT, Fri August 10, 2012

\
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_ Photos of the victims are displayed
" during a candlelight vigil Wednesday
in New York's Union Square. Six
people were killed in the shooting
Sunday, August 5, near Milwaukee.

HIDE CAPTION

Shooting at Sikh temple in Wisconsin
http://www.cnn.com/2012/08/09/justice/wisconsin-temple-shooting/index.html



Side note: Helpful Resource...

WHEN
RELIGION
BECOMES

EVIL




Religious extremism is a result of
people not learning to respect
religious differences at a young age.






The Context of Today’s World




Snapshot of Today’s Religious World from
Pew Research Center’s
“Global Religious Landscape”
(published Dec. 2012)



Traditional Map of World Religions

Majority Religion, by Country

eq accoraing

. 4

B Christians Buddhists
Muslims Jews

B Unaffiliated No clear majority
Hindus

Few Resaarch Canter's Forum on Relgon & Public Like « Global Religious Landscape, December 2012



Misconception Alert

* Help students grasp the “color by numbers”
traditional map obscures the reality of
religious diversity!

 Example: A majority Christian population does
not constitute a “Christian Country”



Size of Major Religious Groups, 2010

0.8%
Other Religions™
0.2% \ ~5.9% |
Folk Religionists’
7.1%
{, Buddhists

31.5%
Christians

16.3%
Unaffiliated

Pew Research Center's Forum on Religion & Public Life

December 2012




A More Accurate Picture...

(better than traditional map,
still work to do in unpacking religious diversity)



Reglonal Distribution of Hindus

Fopulation Dy region as or 2011«

Europe

North America 1,290,000
2,250,000

_ . Asia-Pacific
Middle East-North Africa 1.025.470.000

1,720,000

Latin America
Caribbean
660,000 Sub-Saharan Africa
1670000

as of 2010

99.3%
' 0.2 Middle EastNorth Africa Asig-Pacific
0.2 Sub-Saharan Africa

0.1 Europe
L1041 Lstin America-Caribbaan

0.2 North America

Few Resaarch Cenier's Forum on Religion & Public Lie » Global Religious Landscape, December 2012




Reglonal Distribution of Buddhists
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Reglonal Distribution of Jews
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Regional Distribution of Christians

North America Europe
266,630,000 558,260,000

Middie East-North Africa
12.710.000 Asia-Pacific

286,950,
Latin America- i

Caribbean
531,280,000

Sub-Saharan Africa
517,340,000

| 123% | 244 25.7 238 182 |

Neeth Amenca Latin Amenca-Lanbbeas Europe sub-Saharan Africa 0.6 Asia-Pacilic

Micddle East-North Afnca

Pew Hesaarch Camter’s Forum on Heligion & Public Lite « Global Ralghows Landscape, Decambear 2012



Reglonal Distribution of Muslims

Europe
43,490,000
North America
3,480,000
Middle East-
North Africa
317,070,000
Asia-Pacific
985,530,000
Latin America-
Caribbean SukrSaharan
840,000 Africa
248,110,000
Sub-Saharan Africa Middle EastNorth Africa Asia-Pacific
2.7 Europe
0.2 North America
|01 Latin America-Caribbaan

Pew Rasaarch Cenier's Forum on Religon & Public Lie « Global Religious Landscape, Dacamber 2012




Reglonal Distribution of the Unaffilllated

Population by region as of 2010
Europe
North America 134,820,000
59,040,000
Middle East-North Africa
B Asia-Pacific
858,580,000
Latin America
Caribbean
45,390,000
Sub-Saharan Africa
26,580,000
Percentage of world unaffiliated population in each region as of 2010
mmm 76.2%
Latin Americs- - 0.2 Middle East-North Africa Asia- Pacific
Carbbsaan 24 )
Nocth Amaidcs Sub-Saharan Africa

Pew Research Canier's Forum on Religion & Public Lik + Global Religious Landscape, December 2012



The immediate context (U.S.) does not

look the same as the gIObaI context.

(Even less so regionally or locally)



% of U.S. Population in 2010

& Christian 78.3%

“ Muslim 0.9%
Unaffiliated 16.4%

& Hindu 0.6%
Buddhist 1.2%
Folk Religions 0.2%
Other 0.6%

Jewish 1.8%

Source: Pew Forum on Religion and Public Life, Global Religious Landscape, December 2012




About 95% of religiously affiliated
people in the U.S. are Christian.



U.S. does not mirror the world

Christianity

Islam
Hinduism
Buddhism
Judaism

Unaffiliated

+46.8%
-22.3%
-14.4%
-5.9%
+1.6%

+0.1%




PewResearch Religion & Public Life Project
RELIGIOUS LANDSCAPE SURVEY

Percentage of U.S. adults who are affiliated with:

Religious composition of:

Religious Tradition Reset
Evangelical Protestant | 26%
Tradition
Mainline Protestant I 18
Tradition
Historically Biack 7%
Protesiant Tradition
Catholic Traditicn === 24%
Mormon Tradition | 2%
Orthodox Tradition 1%
Jehovah's Witness 1%
Tradition
Other Christian < 0.5%
Traditions
Jewish Tradition | 2%

Muslim Tradition 1%
Buddhist Tradition 1%
Hindu Tradition < 0.5%

Other World Religions < 0.5%
Percentage of Each State's Population that affiliates with

Evangelical Protestant Tradition Other Faiths 1%
[ ] ] ] Unaffiiated B 6%
Don't know/ refused < 0.5%

Note: Eight traditions (Buddhist, Hindu, Jehovah's Witness, Muslim, Orthodox, Other
Christian, Other Faiths and Other Worid Religions) constitute 5% or less of the population in
nearly avery state. In these cases, the map will show little or no variation.

Il Natlonal: £ 0.6% margin of error, 35,556 cases




Recognizing the fact of religious diversity
demands that we prepare students to
navigate diverse religious contexts.



The New York Times Bestseller

STEPHEN PROTHERO

RELIGIOUS

LITERACY

WHAT EVERY AMERICAN NEEDS TO KNOW
—AND DOESN'T







Separation of Church and state
Gay Marriage War Women'’s Rights

~ Abortion Immigration
Climate Change

[ _ Death penalty
Environmentalism _ ,
Animal Testing

Poverty ,
; Sex Education
Freedom of Expression

Euthanor Israeli-Palestinian Conflict

Drug Legalization

Access to Health Care






Atheists and Agnostics, Mormons
and Jews Score Best on
Religious Knowledge Survey

Average # of questions answered correctly out of 32
Total 16.0

Atheist/Agnostic 20.9
Jewish 20.5
Mormon 20.3
White evangelical Protestant 17.6
White Catholic 16.0
White mainline Protestant 15.8
Nothing in particular 15.2
Black Protestant 13.4
Hispanic Catholic 11.6

PEW RESEARCH CENTER'S
FORUM ON RELIGION & PUBLIC LIFE May 15-June 6, 2010




in K-12 Public Schools in the United States

e 1 . s
- Guidelines

Because 1) the study of religion is already present in public schools, 2) there are no content and skill guidelines
for educators about religion itself that are constructed by religious studies scholars, and 3) educators and
school boards are often confused about how to teach about religion in constitutionally sound and intellectually
responsible ways, the American Academy of Religion (the world’s largest association of religion scholars) has
published these Guidelines as a resource for educators and interested citizens.

Three premises inform this project: illiteracy regarding religion 1) is widespread, 2) fuels prejudice and
antagonism, and 3) can be diminished by teachi}ng about religion in public schools using a non-devotional,
academic perspective, called religious studies.




Part 2: What we should
teach, and how



We should include teaching about religion
in the middle school curriculum.



All 50 states include religion in the
curriculum standards in some way.

Religion

IN NATIONAL AND STATE SOCIAL STUDIES STANDARDS

Prepared by
Susan L. Douglass, Council on Islamic Education
in collaboration with the First Amendment Center

http://www.firstamendmentcenter.org/madison/wp-content/uploads/2011/03/teachingaboutreligionfullreport.pdf




Example from my home state...

Content Standard 4: The student will analyze the
world’s peoples and cultures in the context of the
human systems in the Eastern Hemisphere.

l. Compare and contrast the common cultural traits including
langunage, ethnic heritage, social systems, religions, and
traditions and how cultural diffusion impacts societies.

. Describe the world’s major religions including
Buddhism, Christianity, Daoism, Hinduism, Islam, and
Judaism including the geographic origins, major beliefs,
and customs of the six major world religions and the

significance of religion in contemporary societies.

-




Good Starting Point, But...

Too often, Religion is given cursory treatment
Treated as part of ancient history

Treats religions as monolithic



OK, it’s a no-brainer to include Academic
Study of World Religions in the
curriculum. But what, specifically, should
we teach about religion?






RELIGIOUS TRADITION: “Basic Facts”
Origins, History, Geography, Beliefs,
Practices, Texts, Statistics, Sects

Historical Filters Through
Period
CONTEXT

Privilege/

INDIVIDUAL'S LIVED EXPERIENCE OF THIS
TRADITION

Contextualized again by relating to other followers, local
faith communities, groups, denominations, or sects
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* All religions are internally diverse

e Lived out in individual contexts

 We must teach this directly as part of an
introduction to world religions.



This is one of the main ways that we
may either REINFORCE or DEBUNK
dehumanizing stereotypes about
Religions.




Simple way to show internal diversity
of religions

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List of Christian denominations

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/lslamic schools and branches

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hindu denominations

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/lewish religious movements

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Schools of Buddhism



http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_Christian_denominations
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Islamic_schools_and_branches
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hindu_denominations
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jewish_religious_movements
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Schools_of_Buddhism

These are all Christian practices:

http://usatoday30.usatoday.com/news/religion/story/2012-06-03/snake-handlers-pentecostal-tennessee/55354206/1
http://www.catholicherald.co.uk/news/2014/06/20/pope-on-corpus-christi-jesus-in-the-eucharist-gives-life-love/

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/b/bb/Carnival_in_Rio_de_Janeiro.jpg






My first impression of Tulsa’s Religious
Landscape...
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http://www.newson6.com/story/19589441/oru-unveils-wall-of-sacrifice-to-honor-missionaries



Masjid Al Salam - Islamic Society of Tulsa
4630 S Irvington Ave, Tulsa OK 74135 Ph: 918-638-2670

http://www.istulsa.org

http://www.tambao.org/visit.html

http://www.htgt.org/htgtweb/htgt_temple_direction.htm

http://www.tulsagogue.com/files/b_nai_emunah_sanctuary___southeast_view.jpg

Digging Deepe...

http://www.dioceseoftulsa.org/index.cfm?load=org&org=1



Suggestion- split over 2 days

Monday, Feb. 9:

Short first period at school — load buses at 8:35/leave by 8:45

Time T/E R/K
8:45-9:45 West End Synagogue Sri Ganesha Temple
10:15-11:15 Sri Ganesha Temple West End Synagogue

Tuesday, Feb. 10

Time T/E R/K
8:15-9:15 Nashville Islamic Center Church of Christ the King
9:30-10:30 Church of Christ the King Padmasambhava Buddhist Center
10:45-11:45 Padmasambhava Buddhist Center Nashville Islamic Center
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FIELD TRIP NOTES:

Your job is to record sensory information (sights, sounds, smells) you take in at each place

we visit, Additionally, you should write down any important information you learn from
our hosts. Focus on recording observable facts and avoid inserting opinions.

VlJlLlII& CAuil DILCT GO Q leiJLL\;LULAI I Qi LA\APGIIL U 4 VS | ey | VCI,

INUL Ad UT VURLT T Ul LUUIL IV,



Expanding your footprint through
Flipped Learning
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Religious Autobiography
30 points completion grade

Write a 1-2 page (typed, double-spaced, 12-point font) autobiographical reflection of how
religion has affected your life. Include in your autoblography:

* Your connection to an organized religion, if any
* How you or your family observes this religion or why you or your
family choose not to be observant/religious

How your identity has been shaped by religion or the choice not to be
religious

Experiences in your life that connect to religion in some way

Your ideas of what a religion is and why human beings are religious

Any insights you gained from your interview with a parent (see back
of this page).

Your autobiography is due at the start of class on Thursday, January 10.

Pre-Writing-—Ideas to include in autobiography:



connect witn students or aiverse raitn
tradaitions arounda the worid
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Welcome to the Face to Faith Online Learning Community.

The Online Learning Community is a resource for those teaching the Face to Faith programme.

What is Face to Faith?

Face to Faith works across the world delivering a
pioneering education programme to help prevent
religious confiict and extremism. We help students
embrace an open-minded approach to others, to
diversity and to difference that can lead to tolerant
stable societies

News

Stand Up for the Freedom of Religion

_mumnplgf, %iunﬂgﬁmm[m‘; Stand Up for the Freedom
of Religion and Bel

O 1008 T WD\ WL T T Y

Friend of a Different Faith Blogging

Wed, K 23/07/20 K v

§ We are proud to announce
the winners of "My Friend of
a Different Faith™ blogging
competition 2014.

Sign Up to Teach Face to Faith

Face to Faith is free to all schools. If you are
interested in teaching Face to Faith sign up to become
one of our teachers

Sign up to teach the programme here

Face to Faith in the United States

Face to Faith's use in American public schools
provides an example of how it can be used and
adapted for a wide range of contexts.

j out more about our wor

www.facetofaithonline.org




RavelUnravel; Cool Resource!

http://ravelunravel.com



http://ravelunravel.com

Summary of What We Should Teach

 Start with Basic Facts
* Internal Diversity of Religions
* Lived Realities of Real Human Beings

HUMANIZING DIFFERENCE












JUSTIA US Supreme Court ’

School Dist. of Abington Tp. v. Schempp, 374 U.S. 203 (1963)

School District of Abington Township, Pennsylvania v. Schempp
No. 142

Argued February 27-28, 1963

Decided June 17, 1963*

374 U.S. 203

Syllabus

Because of the prohibition of the First Amendment against the enactment by Congress of any
law "respecting an establishment of religion," which is made applicable to the States by the
Fourteenth Amendment, no state law or school board may require that passages from the Bible
be read or that the Lord's Prayer be recited in the public schools of a State at the beginning of
each school day -- even if individual students may be excused from attending or participating in
such exercises upon written request of their parents. Pp. 374 U. S. 205-227.

https://supreme.justia.com/cases/federal/us/374/203/



We should cultivate a culture of the ACADEMIC
STUDY of religion in our classroomes, i.e.
Teaching ABOUT religion.



FIRST AMENDMENT CENTER

SPEECH o PRESS « RELIGION « ASSEMBLY « PETITION AT VANDERBILT UNIVERSITY AND THE NEWSEUM

el G ABOUT THE AUTHORS

Charles C. Haynes, Ph.D.

' D Chardes C. Haynes is senior scholar 2t the Fast
I D N ‘ Amendmest Cemter. He writes and speaks extemsively on
redigious liberty and refigion in Amenican public ffe.

He is best known for his wirk on First Amesdment isues in
public schools. Ovwer the pas two docades, Haynes has been

the princpal orpanizs and drafter of consensus pusdedines on
g . redigious libesty i achools emdoesed by 2 broad range of
redigions and educaional orpanizations. In January 2000,

three of these puides were distributed by the U.S. Departmen:
of Education to every public school in the nation.

Haynes is the author or co-author of six books, imduding M Frevdomes A Documenarry
Hesory of Firee Amendhmeme Righes tn Americi (2006) and Religen tn Awerican Pubitc L1

{2001). Hix column, Imside the First Amendment, appesrs in newspapers mationwide

He is 2 founding board member of the Character Education Pannership and serves om the
Steering Coamitiee of the Campaipn for the Civic Mission of Schools and the Amesicn
Bar Asociation Advisory Commisson on Pablic Eduation. He chairs the Commitize an

A FIRST AMENDMENT Religious Liberty of the Natinaal Coundl of Churches.

Yz X Widdly quoted in news maganines and major mewspapers, Haynes s abo 3 frequent poest
GUIDE TO RELIGION on tedevision and radio. He bas been profiled in The Wisll Sirees fournaf and on ABC's
“Eveming News.”

AND PUBLIC SCHOOLS Haynes holds 3 master’s deproe from Harvasd Divimity School and 2 doctorate from

Emory University

WRITTIN AKD EDITRY XY Oltver Thomas, Esq.
Olver Thoenas is 3 lawyer, mimser, author and former school

CHARLES C HAYNES boasd chairman. He bas written and leaured extensivedy oo
the subject of religion and public education and has comulued
with hundseds of school districts. He carmeatly disecrs the
OUIVER THOMAS Niswonper Foundation in Gresevilie, Temn,

AND

@ A o Mz Thomas has been imvolved @ litigstion at every leved of
- ' stte and federal couns iscuding the United States Sepreme
Coamrt. His diests have induded the National Council of
Cimrches and the Baptist Joint Commiciee.




in K-12 Public Schools in the United States

e 1 . s
- Guidelines

There are important differences between this approach and a faith-based approach to teaching and learning
about religion. These Guidelines support the former, constitutionally sound approach for teaching about religion
in public schools—encouraging student awareness of religions, but nof acceptance of a particular religion; studying

about religion, but nof practicing religion; exposing students to a diversity of religious views, but nof imposing any
particular view; and educating students about all religions, but not promoting or denigrating religion.’




Make Clear In Communication to
Stucdents ana ParentS...

* Learning about religion, not how to become
an adherent of a particular faith

* Norm for academic discussion of religion:
No proselytizing allowed

* Remind parents and students that this is a
BASIC CIVIC COMPETENCY for today’s world
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* Norm the discussion by requiring first person
singular “I” language so students do not claim

to represent anyone other than themselves.

* Avoid putting religious minorities on the spot
to speak for their tradition.



I’'m among the “Religiously
lgnorant” people you talked
about earlier. Where do |
start?
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Contact Me:
Email: tsharp@hollandhall.org
Phone/ Text: 615-430-7697
Twitter: @mggsharp

Recommended Resources for Teaching World Religions in Middle School
(Including all books/web resources used in presentation)

Resources for Educators:
General World Religions Content:

Esposito, John L., and Susan Tyler Hitchcock. Geography of Religion: Where God Lives,
Where Pilgrims Walk. Washington, DC: National Geographic, 2006.

Esposito, John L., et al. World Religions Today. New York and Oxford: Oxford UP, 2006,
Fisher, Mary Pat. Living Religions. Upper Saddle River, NJ: Prentice Hall, 2010.
Kimball, Charles. When Religion Becomes Evidl, New York: HarperCollins, 2002.

Paden, William E. Religious Worlds; The Comparative Study of Religion. Boston: Beacon
Press, 1994,

Smith, Huston. The [llustrated World's Beligions. New York: HarperCollins, 1995.

The Pluralism Project at Harvard University: hitp:/ /pluralism.org
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The Religious Worlds of New York summer institute is sponsored by:

v INTERFAITH - = Humamtles

NEH Summer Institute — expected to be offered again in Summer 2016



Don’t you get backlash from
some parents?



They’re too young
| don’t want my child to be

wrongly influenced

YES

It’s part of our faith to

Share faith with others Those people are
terrorists



Like Any Potentially Controversial
Topic,

Commumnication

Is Key!







Alternate Essay Prompt for Student
Who Missed Field Trips

What have you learned in this
unit? What do you hope to
remember when you are an adult?
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Thank you for attending!
Visit the “Resource Table!”

Contact Me:
tsharp@hollandhall.org
Twitter: @tmcgsharp



